Meeting of Clent Parish Council held at 7:00pm on Monday 15 June 2026
at Clent Parish Hall, Church Ave, Clent, Stourbridge DY9 9QT

Minutes

Present: Clir Ed Sheppard, Clir Andrew Sherrey, Clir Margaret Sherrey, Clir Mark Brocklebank, Clir
Peter Bates, Clir Drew Beaumont, Clir Sara ffoulkes.

In attendance: District Clir Simon Nock, County & District Clir Karen May, Nick Farress (Clerk), 3
members of the public.

5871 Apologies for absence
There were no apologies.

5872 Declarations of interest
There were none.

5873 Dispensations
There were none.

5874 Clent Youth Council
The Chair of the Youth Council provided updates on the following:
e 5 new members
e Christmas event to be held on 12t December. Clir May offered some funding for craft
materials for the event which was greatly appreciated
e Playground grants
e Mural under the dual carriageway bridge

Public comments/questions:
The following issues were raised by the public:
e Adams Hill and Clent Hills ASB

County and District Councillor Updates

Clir Karen May gave an update on the following:
e BDC Community Investment Fund
e Local Government Reorganisation

5875 Minutes
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 18" May 2026 be

agreed as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.
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5876 Correspondence

5877

5878

5879

The following correspondence was considered:

(a) From Clent Connect deferring their request for funding until later in the year — this was
noted.

(b) From a resident of Adams Hill in relation to ASB outside their property on Adams Hill and
on Clent Hills. Clir May reported that a meeting was arranged between the police, WCC, the
National Trust and the PC in July to discuss the problem and agree on ways in which this
issue can be tackled once and for all.

Finance

(a) It was RESOLVED to ratify the payment of the following for May 2026:
31/05/2026 |Service Charge 7.00
28/05/2026 |[B/P to: Clent Connect 19.39
28/05/2026 |B/P to: Steelway Fensecure 953.11
21/05/2026 |Direct Debit (SCOTTISHPOWER) 19.40
18/05/2026 |B/P to: Paul Timmins 209.00
18/05/2026 |B/P to: HMRC PAYE 89.77
18/05/2026 |B/P to: Nick Farress 902.28
12/05/2026 |B/P to: Clent Cricket Club 440.00
12/05/2026 |B/P to: K.SMITH & ASSOC 860.00
12/05/2026 |[B/P to: Ultimate Driveways 4,800.00
12/05/2026 |[B/P to: Edward Sheppard 198.87
12/05/2026 |B/P to:John Benner 340.00
12/05/2026 |B/P to: HMRC PAYE 89.57

(b) It was RESOLVED to approve the budget monitoring report dated 31/05/26 prepared by
the Clerk.

(c) It was RESOLVED to approve the May 2026 bank reconciliation noting a balance of
£95,939.98 as at 31/05/2026.

(d) A grant application from Clent Parish Hall in relation to hall maintenance and redecoration
(circulated previously) was considered. However, the representative from the Parish Hall
Trustees wished to withdraw the request for funding the decoration and new radiators. The
request for the screen and projector stands, but this would be deferred until the Parish Hall
had received the outcome of their application to the BDC Community Investment Fund.

General maintenance & highway matters

(a) VAS for Bromsgrove Road — this was still in the WCC depot awaiting installation.

(b) Woodman Lane overgrowth affecting 30mph speed limit sign. Clir Sheppard would attend to
this under the Lengthsman scheme.

(c) Broken gate and overgrowth of trees at the entrance to Centenary Field off Holy Cross. It was
RESOLVED to spend £280 on repairs and £800 on tree surgery work. Clir Sheppard would ask
the usual contractor, Nigel Brazier, to carry out the work.

ACTIONS: ES

Field Maintenance & Play Areas
(a) Re-siting of bench seats and replacement picnic tables in play area (Clirs Bates/ffoulkes). Clir
Bates is re-considering concrete picnic tables due to the cost and logistical issues getting them
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5880

5881

5882

5883

into the field. A concrete/wooden mix may be a compromise and costs would be investigated. It
was agreed that the bench seats no longer needed to be moved as the vegetation has been cut
back.

(b) Graffiti on skate ramps. Clir Sheppard would look at removing this.

(c) Thanks to the PC had been received for the provision of the new basketball hoop and net.

(d) Slide replacement. An application would be made to the BDC CIF later in the year and in the
meantime 3 quotes would be obtained from play equipment suppliers.

(e) Skate park bench seats. Additional seating in the skate park would be added to the 3 year plan
for the play areas.

(f) Mowing — a request had been received from Clent Cricket Club to raise their monthly charge by
£40 to cover the increase in fuel costs wef from 15t May 2026. It was RESOLVED to accept this
additional charge.

ACTIONS: PB/SF/ES

Defibrillator Training

It was agreed that a further training session for the community should be arranged and paid
for by the PC. Clir May would consult the Director of Public Health about possible suppliers of
this training.

Planning

(a) New applications - there were no new applications to consider.

(b) Chapel Cottage, Bromsgrove Road. The refusal for a new dwelling had been appealed by
the applicant.

(c) Fairwinds Bromsgrove Road, change of use from Agricultural to Equine. Although the PC
hadn’t been officially consulted, there was no objections.

Parish Magazine
The Clerk would write a general update.
ACTION: NF

Councillor updates and items for next Agenda.
There were no further updates.

Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council is the 20" July 2026 at Clent Parish Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Signed as a true record:

Chairman: Date:
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