Meeting of Clent Parish Council held at 7:00pm on Monday 18" May 2026
at Clent Parish Hall, Church Ave, Clent, Stourbridge DY9 9QT

Minutes

Present: Clir Ed Sheppard, Clir Andrew Sherrey, Clir Margaret Sherrey, Clir Mark Brocklebank, Clir
Peter Bates, Clir Drew Beaumont (from 7.20pm).
In attendance: Nick Farress (Clerk), 2 members of the public.
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Apologies for absence
CliIr Sara ffoulkes, County ClIr Karen May and District Councillor Simon Nock.

Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2026/27
(a) It was RESOLVED to elect Clir Ed Sheppard as Chairman for 2026/27
(b) It was RESOLVED to elect Clir Andrew Sherrey as Vice Chairman for 2026/27

Declarations of interest
There were none.

Dispensations
There were none.

Clent Youth Council
The Chair of the Youth Council provided updates on the following:
e All purpose games pitch (“MUGA”) with potential funding from BDC’s community
enterprise fund.
e Christmas event
e Litter pick
e Promoting the YC and encouraging new members to join

Public comments/questions:
The following issues were raised by the public:

A representative from the Parish Hall Trust asked whether the PC would consider a grant
towards redecorating the Hall or for providing new radiators/projector. The Trust would e-mail
the Clerk with a full breakdown of what they were asking for including their current financial
position for consideration at the June PC meeting.

County and District Councillor Updates
Written reports were received and noted.
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5859 Minutes
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20" April 2026 be
agreed as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

5860 Correspondence
The following correspondence was considered:
There was no new correspondence.

5861 Policies and Procedures
It was RESOLVED to approve the following documents for the 2026/27 council year:
(a) Asset Register
(b) Risk Assessment

5862 Internal Auditor’s Report 2024/25
It was RESOLVED accept the Internal Auditor’s report on the 2025/26 accounts with no material
issues being identified.

5863 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26:
Annual Governance Statement
It was RESOLVED to approve the 2025/26 Annual Governance Statement which is Section 1 on
the AGAR and agree that the Chairman and Clerk sign the document and forward this to the
external auditor in line with the Accounts and Audit Regulations for parish councils.

5864 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26:
Accounting Statements
It was RESOLVED to approve the 2025/26 Accounting Statements which is Section 2 on the
AGAR and agree that the Chairman and RFO sign the document and forward this to the external
auditor in line with the Accounts and Audit Regulations for parish councils.

5865 Finance
(a) It was RESOLVED to ratify the payment of the following for April 2026:

30-Apr-26 18:58 Service Charge £7.00
27-Apr-26 14:14 B/P to: Clent Church PCC CHURCH CLOCK GRANT £750.00
27-Apr-26 14:14 B/P to: Clent Connect FIRST AID COURSE £480.00
27-Apr-26 14:14 B/P to: WEL Medical 1294655 £913.14
24-Apr-26 11:31 B/P to: Worcs CALC SUBSCRIPTION £931.04
21-Apr-26 06:19 Direct Debit (SCOTTISHPOWER) 16044723241 £19.40
20-Apr-26 06:30 B/P to: Nick Farress SALARY £827.75
02-Apr-26 13:34 B/P to: Bromsgrove DC 60443363 £3,370.80
02-Apr-26 13:34 B/P to: AE Evans Ltd Z77C085 £355.79

(b) It was RESOLVED to approve the budget monitoring report dated 30/04/26 prepared by
the Clerk.

(c) It was RESOLVED to approve the April 2026 bank reconciliation noting a balance of
£98,618.37 as at 30/04/2026.
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General maintenance & highway matters

(a) Pool Furlong — resident’s hedges causing visibility issues at the entrance/exits to Pool Furlong.
The Clerk would draft a “hedge letter” to remind homeowners of their obligations in terms of
highway safety which the Chairman would hand-deliver to the houses at the junctions of Pool
Furlong and Belbroughton Road.

(b) New VAS still had not been installed despite the PC having paid for the unit. The Clerk would
chase WCC on this.

ACTIONS: ES/NF

Field Maintenance & Play Areas

(a) Re-siting of bench seats and replacement picnic tables in play area (Clirs Bates/ffoulkes).
There was no update on this as yet.

(b) New path to roundabout and resurfacing of path next to the pond. These works were now
complete.

(c) Repairs to tower climb — these were now complete.

(d) Japanese knotweed was present on the playing field. Clir Sheppard would attend to this.

Planning

(a) New applications - there were no new applications to consider.

(b) Chapel Cottage, Bromsgrove Road. The refusal for a new dwelling had been appealed by
the applicant.

Parish Magazine

The Clerk would write a general update including plans for investing in the play area and a
reminder to landowners about hedges that cause safety issues on the highway.

ACTION: NF

Councillor updates and items for next Agenda.
There were no further updates.

Items for next agenda:
e Parish Hall request for funding
e Defib training

Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council is the 15" June 2026 at Clent Parish Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Signed as a true record:

Chairman: Date:
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